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O Allah, Allow Us to Reach Ramadan

First Sermon

All praise is due to Allah, the Most Merciful, the Especially
Merciful, who has honored us with the month of Ramadan and
prepared within it the means of mercy and forgiveness. We bear
witness that there is nothing worthy of worship except Allah, the
Generous, the Bestower of gifts. And we bear witness that our
master Muhammad is the Seal of the noble Messengers. O Allah,
send prayers, peace, and blessings upon him, upon his family, his
companions, and all who follow them in the best of ways.

As for what follows: | counsel you, O servants of Allah, and
myself, to obey Allah and to remain steadfast in God-
consciousness (tagwa), for it is the greatest objective of fasting.
Our Lord, the Bestower, says:

PSS G ol e o€ S plall pSGle Cas Tgial Gl T
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“0O you who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you as it
was prescribed for those before you, so that you may attain
tagwa.” (Qur’an Y:)AY)

O believers: The glad tidings of the month of Ramadan have
appeared, and its fragrant breezes have begun to spread, heralding
the opening of the doors of divine generosity—when the caller

from the heavens proclaims: d.d‘;\.‘aﬂ SLb
“O seeker of good, come forward!”
(Reported in al-Tirmidht)
Calling the believers to sincere turning, beautiful reception,
complete preparation, and perfect readiness. So hasten and do not

hesitate: &5; iye B3ada J) 198l
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“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord.”
(Qur’an Y:)YY)
It is the month of forgiveness—a month to which the hearts of
believers long and the souls of worshippers yearn. A month in
which the mosques are filled with those bowing and prostrating,
and the inhabitants of the heavens look upon the rows of

worshippers—humble and submissive.
So we say: &gl L G aeltt
“0O Allah, we ask You for good deeds.”
(Reported in al-Tirmidhi)
It is the month of Tarawih and night prayer, of remembrance
(dhikr), glorification (tasbih), and recitation of the Qur’an. So we
say: 2alee oy 21,845 1,85 e Ll pill
“0O Allah, help us to remember You, to thank You, and to
worship You excellently.”
(Reported in Ahmad)
Indeed, it is a month in which the doors of hope are opened, and
hands are raised in supplication and devotion:
4 (agh Gual wll
“0O Allah, guide us among those You have guided.”
(From the supplication of quniit, reported in al-Tirmidhi)

Allah does not turn away a supplicant in it, nor does He repel
one who seeks at His door. The Messenger of Allah g said:

Glaiinh 5y e i KI5 a3 S § o LBEe 0 )
“Indeed, Allah has those whom He frees (from the Fire)
every day and night, and for every servant among them

there is a supplication that is answered.”
(Reported by Ahmad)
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It is a month in which Allah grants abundant reward to the
worshippers and multiplies recompense for the obedient. Listen
with your hearts to the words of your Prophet )

ccainps dleaiie J) LJUAT i dinadl (aela) 31 ol Jak K
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Every deed of the son of Adam is multiplied. A good deed is
rewarded tenfold up to seven hundredfold. Allah, Mighty
and Majestic, says: ‘Except for fasting, for it is Mine, and |
Myself shall reward it.’
(Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahth Muslim)
Meaning: He rewards it with multiplied reward beyond measure
or calculation.
So, O you whom Allah has honored with reaching Ramadan:
Give thanks to the Most Merciful! How many people were with
us before, whose lifespans have ended, and who did not reach
their hopes for Ramadan?
Glad tidings to the one who reaches its days, seizes its moments,
and exposes himself to its divine breezes
increase and his rank with Allah is elevated.
It is reported that one of the Companions (may Allah be pleased
with them) passed away, and his brother died a year later. People
assumed that the first would be of higher rank, since he had
exerted himself more in worship. But the Messenger of Allah g

corrected them and clarified the virtue of reaching Ramadan. He
said: § & b 13d E&a 46 e
“Did not this one remain after him for a year?”
They replied: Yes.
He & said: 5...aLad &lLag; &yl
“And did he not reach Ramadan and fast it?”
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They said: Yes. He & said:
oo eladull G e il Lagais Lad
“Then the distance between them is greater than the
distance between the heavens and the earth.”
(Sunan Ibn Majah)
So, O Allah, allow us to reach Ramadan in its fullness, and grant
us success in fasting it and making the most of it. And why should
we not humbly beseech the Most Merciful to allow us to reach
the month of divine pleasure, when Allah has singled it out with

unmatched virtues and mercies beyond measure?
In it, the gates of Paradise are opened. The Messenger of Allah

# said: :u.aw ‘_.|3.'!H.:m umﬂb Ls!

“When Ramadan arrives, the gates of Paradise are opened.”
(Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)
So, prepare for it from the very moment it enters. Hasten to your
mosques. Be humble before your Lord. Stand with your imam
until he finishes the prayer, for:
HRERTEE P RE Nt
“Whoever stands with the imam until he finishes, it will be
recorded for him as if he prayed the entire night.”
(Reported in Abii Dawiid and al-Tirmidht)
Allah says: “O you who believe, obey Allah and obey the
Messenger and those in authority among you.” (Qur’an £:09)
| say these words of mine, and | seek forgiveness from Allah for
myself and for you—so seek His forgiveness.
Second Sermon

All praise is due to Allah alone, and prayers and peace be upon
the one after whom there is no prophet.
As for what follows: O you who long for the month of
Ramadan: Your Beloved and your Prophet & once ascended the
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pulpit, and when he mounted it he said: “Amin, Amin, Amin.”
The people turned their ears toward him and fixed their eyes upon
him, and they asked him about what he had said. He & replied:

Wzl s o Lhas 5l digal ol wie il pdy s dais J JUB
“Jibril said to me: ‘May the nose be rubbed in dust of a
servant who reaches his parents, or one of them, and they do

not cause him to enter Paradise.’
So I said Amin. Then he said:

A yaa) “PJ gy ade 53 SV Cas o)
‘May the nose be rubbed in dust of a servant upon whom
Ramadan enters and he is not forgiven.’
So | said: Amin. Then he said:
Sl (hm ol b2 2585 1550 Ll 5
‘May the nose be rubbed in dust of a man in whose presence
you are mentioned and he does not send prayers upon you.’
So | said: Amin.” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi)
Therefore, resolve firmly to make the best use of your month, to
organize your time, to cast away laziness, and to be diligent in
learning the rulings of fasting—so that you may strive properly
and emerge from Ramadan with your Lord having forgiven you.
Among the greatest ways a fasting person can invest his time is
by reciting the Book of his Lord and reflecting upon its verses.
How could it be otherwise, when Ramadan is the month of the

Qur’an? Our Most Merciful Lord says: 4w J3i gl &liass yieds

OlEyalls il (e Ly ubidd g0 Glyal
“The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur’an was
revealed, as guidance for mankind and clear proofs of
guidance and criterion.” (Qur’an Y:)A®)
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This very pulpit of yours will, during the month of the Qur’an,
pause with selected surahs of the Qur’an—reflecting upon their
verses, contemplating their meanings, and extracting their lessons
and benefits.
So, O Allah, bless for us what remains of Sha‘ban, and allow us
to reach Ramadan. Let its crescent rise upon us:
POy Aty - oleadls il
“With blessing and faith, with safety and Islam.”
(Reported by Ahmad)
O Allah, send prayers, peace, and blessings upon our master and
Prophet Muhammad, the best of creation, and upon his family,
his companions, and those who follow them in excellence. Be
pleased, O Allah, with Abii Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and “Al1, and
with all the noble Companions.
O Allah, allow us to reach Ramadan and grant us success within
it in fasting, night prayer, recitation of the Qur’an, and in
investing its time in obedience to You, O Most Merciful.
O Allah, have mercy upon our loved ones who did not reach
Ramadan. Treat them with Your grace and benevolence—O
Possessor of immense pardon, vast forgiveness, generous giving,
and boundless bounty.
O Allah, expand our provisions, ease our affairs, open our hearts,
heal our sick, and have mercy on our deceased.
O Allah, make us believers in You, worshippers devoted to You,
mindful of Ramadan, dutiful to our parents—and have mercy
upon them as they raised us when we were young, O Most
Merciful of the merciful.
O Allah, preserve the United Arab Emirates with Your
protection, envelop it in the abundance of Your blessings,
increase it from Your vast bounty, and perpetuate its prosperity
and flourishing, O Lord of the worlds.
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O Allah, preserve Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayed, President of the
State, under Your protection. Surround him with Your care. Make
his actions in obedience to You. Grant success to him, his
deputies, his brothers—the rulers of the Emirates—and his
trustworthy Crown Prince, in what You love and are pleased with.
O Allah, have mercy upon Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Rashid, and the
leaders of the Emirates who have returned to Your mercy. Admit
them by Your grace into the vastness of Your Paradise.
Encompass the martyrs of the homeland with Your mercy and
forgiveness.

O Allah, have mercy upon the Muslim men and women—the
living among them and the deceased.

O Allah, send us rain and do not make us among those who
despair. O Allah, grant us rain. O Allah, grant us rain. O Allah,
grant us rain.

Servants of Allah: Remember Allah, the Magnificent and
Majestic—He will remember you. Be grateful to Him for His
blessings—He will increase you.

And establish the prayer.
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