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On the merits of tolerance 

First Sermon 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. He who is the 

Beneficent, the Merciful, loves His servants who exercise tolerance. I 

bear witness that there is no deity save Allah, having no associates. I 

also bear witness that our Master Muhammad is the Servant of Allah 

and His Messenger. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him, his pure blessed family and companions, and all those who 

follow them in righteousness till the Day of Judgment. 

As to what follows, 

I urge you, O servants of Allah, and myself to be aware that you are 

asked to obey Him the Most Exalted, in line with His orders, “and to 

forego it is nearer to righteousness. And do not forget 

graciousness between you. Indeed Allah, of whatever you do, is 

Seeing.” (Al-Baqara: 237). 

O Worshipers, 

There is no doubt tolerance is amongst the most commendable and 

noble humane values and virtuous principles of Islam. In its essence, 

tolerance means to wish all that which is good for people, show due 

respect to them, treat them in leniency, be good to them, recognise 

their favours and good deeds, and pardon their flaws and mistakes. 

Allah, the Almighty, urged our Master Muhammed pbuh to adopt the 

approach of clemency, saying, “so forgive with gracious 

forgiveness.” (Al-Hijr: 85). 

More to the point, one of the forms of being tolerant is to forgive 

others. Indeed, it is such a great reward and generous recompense 

that will be attained by those who show tolerance. Allah, the Most 

Gracious, says, “but whoever pardons and makes reconciliation - 

his reward is [due] from Allah.”  

Exercising tolerance in the community has many forms. One of the 

most important forms of tolerance is the one that is reflected in the 

relationship between husband and wife. Married couples can show 
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forbearance by overlooking each other’s flaws, surmounting 

obstacles in their way, showing love and affection to one another and 

treating each other in leniency and mercy. By so doing, they will 

embody the statement of Allah the Almighty that says: “and He 

placed between you affection and mercy.” (Ar-Room: 21).  

Furthermore, the positive impact of this will be seen in the family 

that will definitely cherish a happy life with the parents setting good 

example for their children in tolerance and kind treatment. 

Ultimately, tolerance will be nurtured in the minds and hearts of the 

children, which will be reflected in the way they treat each other. As 

such, they will pardon one another’s wrongdoings and demonstrate 

clemency towards each other. As a result, they will, by Allah’s grace, 

achieve success in their endeavours, running of their family affairs 

and become bonded with affection and consolidation. No matter 

what challenges they might face or disagreement that may arise 

amongst them, yet they will adopt tolerance throughout their lifetime, 

with love guiding their path towards Paradise.  

An illustration of this can be seen in the following Hadith. It was 

narrated that the Messenger of Allah pbuh said to one of his 

companions, “Do like (being admitted to) Paradise?” The man said, 

“Yes.” He pbuh said, “Then, wish for your (Muslim) brother what 

you like for yourself.” 

On another level, leniency is also a quality which is required in the 

dealings amongst people whether in their sales, trade or when asking 

for payment. The Prophet pbuh accentuated this as he said, “May 

Allah’s mercy be on him who is lenient in his buying, selling, and in 

demanding back his money.”  

In this Hadith, the Prophet pbuh invoked Allah to show mercy on and 

grant blessings to those who embrace tolerance, kindness and high 

ethics in their trading and asking for their money. So, whoever likes 

to attain the blessings of the supplications of the Prophet pbuh, then 

he should be tolerant.  
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What more, those who seek the mercy of their Lord, blessing in their 

business and expansion in their provision, then they should show 

compassion while dealing with others. The Messenger of Allah pbuh 

said, “Pardon and you will be pardoned.” That is to say: if you treat 

the servants of Allah in mercy then Allah the Most Merciful with 

show mercy to you in this world and in the Hereafter.  

In the same regard, a word of wisdom says, “Be good if you wish to 

be treated well.” Indeed, there are many examples in the society of 

lenient and tolerant people who treated others in kindness and in 

return Allah the Almighty showed kindness towards them, blessed 

them and expanded their provisions. 

O People of Tolerance, 

Amongst the other most common aspects of tolerance are respecting 

all people and being lenient with them. Such qualities are part of 

Allah’s mercy that He places in the heart of whoever He wills 

amongst His servants. Addressing the Messenger of Allah pbuh, the 

Most Exalted says, “so by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you 

were lenient with them.”  (Al Imran: 159). Truly, Allah, the Most 

Forgiving, enjoined people to show mercy to one another. So when 

our Prophet Muhammed pbuh complained to his Lord about the 

obstinacy of his people saying, “O my Lord, indeed these are a 

people who do not believe,” (Az-Zukhruf: 88), Allah the Almighty 

ordered him to pardon them and seek to establish peace with them. 

The Most Merciful says, “so turn aside from them and say, 

‘Peace.’ But they are going to know.” (Az-Zukhruf: 89). 

So, Allah the Almighty commanded the Prophet pbuh to adopt 

tolerant and peaceful approach in dealing with people. Similarly, the 

Most Great has also enjoined us to follow the guidance of the 

Messenger of Allah pbuh. Hence, you are urged to show tolerance 

among yourselves and with others for forbearance, good treatment 

and leniency are humane principles and religious duties that respect 
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the human dignity and should be fulfilled. Clemency is a right for all 

people from all cultures, races, colours and religions. Allah the 

Almighty says, “and We have certainly honoured the children of 

Adam.” (Al-Israa: 70). Ton the same matter the Messenger of Allah 

pbuh said, “And people are all the children of Adam, and Adam was 

[created] from dust.” 

In its core values, Islam highlighted tolerance and leniency in 

treating non-Muslims, with the holy Quran cementing the principle 

of “there shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion.” 

(Al-Baqara: 256). Islam further laid down the foundations for 

dealings with non-Muslims based on piety and kindness, thereby 

offering us a civilised image that illustrates the aspects of 

cooperation between people on basis of tolerance and respect of 

others’ rights as well as the impact of such approach on civilisation 

building.  

In this sense, the noble Prophet pbuh was keenly interested in 

strengthening ties between Muslims and non-Muslim inhabitants of 

Medina on grounds of forbearance. To this end, the Medina Charter 

constituted the best evidence on such praiseworthy ethics.  

Islam ordered Muslims to establish justice and be fair amongst 

themselves and when dealing with others too. In this regard, Allah 

the Most Exalted said, “O you who have believed, be persistently 

standing firm for Allah, witnesses in justice, and do not let the 

hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is 

nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is 

Acquainted with what you do.” 

With this in mind, we seek Allah’s favour to increase us in tolerance, 

love and harmony.  

May Allah the Almighty guide us all to obey Him and obey His 

Messenger Muhammad pbuh and obey those He have commanded us 

to obey in line with His orders: “O you who have believed, obey 
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Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority amongst 

you.” (An-Nisaa: 59). 

May Allah direct us all to the blessings of the Glorious Quran and the 

Sunna of His Messenger pbuh. 

I say this and ask Allah for forgiveness for me and you, so invoke 

Him for forgiveness, for He is the Most Forgiving, the Most 

Merciful.  

Second Sermon 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. I bear witness that 

there is no deity save Allah, having no associates. I also bear witness 

that our Master Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His 

Messenger. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon our 

Master Muhammad, his pure family, companions, and all those who 

follow them in righteousness till the Day of Judgment. 

I urge you, O Servants of Allah, and myself to be aware that you are 

asked to obey Him, the Most Exalted and Sublime.  

O Worshipers, 

Please know that tolerance is a great value that is conducive to draw 

people and nations closers to each other so that they cooperate and 

know one another. Such cooperation and interaction is a religious 

requirement, for Allah the Almighty says, “O mankind, indeed We 

have created you from male and female and made you peoples 

and tribes that you may know one another.” (Al-Hujurat: 13).  

The positive impacts of tolerance are plentiful. It instils love in the 

heart and cures disputes so that discord and enmity transform into 

affection and agreement. In evidence of this, Allah the Almighty 

says, “and not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] 

by that [deed] which is better; and thereupon the one whom 

between you and him is enmity [will become] as though he was a 

devoted friend.” (Fussilat: 34).  

In this context, it is mention must that the UAE is an incubator for 

the values of tolerance, peace and cultural diversity. In the way of 
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achieving this, it laid down laws and regulations to guarantee 

everyone on its land cherishes respect and appreciation and is 

protected against discrimination. Moreover, in order to instil such 

culture in the minds and hearts of generations, it created a ministry 

for tolerance. In fact, this reflects the noble values the Emiratis 

inherited from Islam and embodies the authentic Arab traditions.  

That is said, please bear in mind that you are instructed to invoke 

peace and blessings on the Prophet pbuh. Allah, the Most Sublime, 

says, “indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His 

angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [Allah to 

confer] blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant him] peace.” 

(Al-Ahzab: 56). 

On the same matter, the Prophet pbuh said, “For everyone who 

invokes a blessing on me will receive ten blessings from Allah.” 

O Allah, please confer Your blessings and grant peace upon our 

Prophet Muhammad pbuh, his family and all of the companions.  

May Allah be pleased with the Rightly Guided Caliphs: Abu Bakr, 

Umar, Uthman and Ali, and all of the noble Companions.    

O Lord You have blessed us with a homeland of tolerance, so we 

seek Your favour to make forgiveness amongst our qualities, 

tolerance our character, compassion our behaviour and giving our 

culture. 

O Allah, please continue blessing us with happiness, tranquillity and 

welfare. Our Lord, please continue blessing our nation, houses, 

families and relatives with contentment. 

May Allah have mercy on the honourable martyrs of our country and 

those of the coalition and gather them with the righteous. May Allah 

make their dwelling with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed 

favour of the prophets and the steadfast affirmers of truth. Indeed, 

You hear and answer to the supplications.  
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O Allah, please grant the best reward for the families of the martyrs 

and offer them patience and solace. May Allah grant victory to the 

soldiers of the Arab Coalition who gathered to restore the rights to 

their owners. O Lord, please be by their side and guide the Yemeni 

people to everything that is good. O Allah, make them rally for the 

word of truth and legitimacy, and bless them with welfare and 

stability, O the Most Generous. 

O Lord, we beseech You to bless all of the Muslim countries and the 

whole world with stability and peace.  

O Allah, we supplicate to You to make patience our way for 

achieving creativity, seeking knowledge, obtaining higher status and 

serving our beloved country as well as keeping its flag fluttering high 

in the sky.  

O Allah, we seek Your grace to increase the UAE in delight and 

beauty and give the best of rewards and recompense to whoever 

sowed the seeds of goodness and welfare in it. Indeed, You are the 

Most Merciful of the merciful.  

May Allah grant success and continued health and care to the UAE 

President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. May Allah also 

ensure success to his Vice-President, trustworthy Crown Prince and 

his brothers, Their Highnesses the Rulers of the Emirates. 

O Allah, please forgive all of the Muslims, men and women, living 

and dead. May Allah have mercy on Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Maktoum 

and the Late UAE Sheikhs. O Lord, forgive and show mercy on them 

and bless them with Your kindness and satisfaction. O Lord, forgive 

and show mercy on our parents, relatives and whoever has done a 

favour to us. 

We pray to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, to continue blessing the 

UAE with stability and welfare and bless its provisions. O Allah, 

please continue blessing the UAE with safety and security. 
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O Allah, please grant us wisdom in our speech and in our deeds. O 

Allah, please make us amongst those who fulfil their promises and 

are committed to their covenants. Indeed, You are the Possessor of 

Glory and Honour. 

O Allah, we seek Your favour to send us wealthy rain and make us 

not amongst those who are despondent. O Allah, relieve us! O Allah, 

relieve us! O Allah, relieve us! 

Remember Allah and He will remember you. Be grateful of His 

benevolence and He will increase His blessings to you. 

Please stand up for prayer. 


