
 

 1 

Grasping the virtues of Friday 

First Sermon 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. I praise Him the 

Most Exalted as befitting to His Sublime Countenance and Supreme 

Status. I bear witness that there is no deity save Allah, having no 

associates. I also bear witness that our Master Muhammad is the 

Servant of Allah and His Messenger. May the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him, his pure blessed family and companions, and all 

those who follow them in righteousness till the Day of Judgment. 

As to what follows, 

I urge you, O servants of Allah, and myself to be aware that you are 

asked to obey Him the Most Exalted, in line with His orders, “O you 

who have believed, fear Allah. And let every soul look to what it 

has put forth for tomorrow - and fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is 

Acquainted with what you do.”  

Dear Muslims, 

Friday is a very important day for Muslims.  It is more significant 

and more beneficial than any other day of the week. About it the 

Messenger of Allah pbuh said, “The best day on which the sun rises 

is Friday.” He pbuh urged Muslims to seize the merits of Friday by 

occupying their time in reciting Quran, Dhikr (remembrance of 

Allah) and supplications as well as to draw closer to their Lord by 

observing prayer, seeking knowledge and performing good deeds. 

Indeed, Friday is the most significant day of the week and the best in 

the sight of Allah, the Most Exalted as the Messenger of Allah said, 

“Friday is the chief of days and the greatest day to Allah.”  

Let us, therefore, praise Allah the Almighty for honouring us with 

such a great day.  

O Worshipers,  

Having talked about the special status of Friday in relation to the 

other days, it is good to advise each other about the deeds that one 

should perform to make the most of such a great day. Amongst the 

best acts to do on Friday that is most rewarded by Allah the 

Almighty is asking Allah to confer blessings on the Prophet pbuh. He 

pbuh said, “Invoke plenty of blessings upon me on Fridays for 
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everyone who invokes a blessing on me will receive ten blessings 

from Allah.” 

Thus, it is recommended that the Muslim asks Allah the Almighty to 

confer blessings on the Prophet pbuh much during day and night on 

Fridays. He should also enjoin and urge his family members to do so 

in line with the commandments of the Prophet pubh who said, 

“Among the best of your days is Friday… So send a great deal of 

blessings upon me, for your blessings will be shown to me.” The 

people asked, “O Messenger of Allah pbuh! How can it be that our 

blessings will be shown to you?” He pbuh said, “Allah, the Might 

and Sublime, has forbidden the earth from consuming the corpses of 

the Prophet.”  

Scholar opinion in this regard suggested that Allah has given such a 

special status for Friday because it is the master of the week and 

since the Prophet pbuh is the Master of all the people then invoking 

blessings on him in such a gracious day is an honour that is not 

granted to anyone else.  

So, may Allah confer His blessings and grant peace upon the 

Messenger of Allah pbuh on this Friday.  

O Servants of Allah, 

One other act of righteousness that the Muslim should do on this 

blessed day is to recite verses from the holy Quran in its early hours. 

Indeed there is nothing better than reciting the holy Quran at the 

dawn for Allah the Almighty says, “indeed, the recitation of dawn 

is ever witnessed.” (Al-Israa: 78). Truly, Fajr prayer in congregation 

is amongst the best of deeds to begin the day with. Yet, its virtues 

and great rewards are superior on Friday. This was accentuated by 

the Messenger of Allah pbuh as he said, “Indeed, the best of prayers 

in the sight of Allah is the Fajr prayer on Friday in congregation.” 

Furthermore, Dhikr (remembrance of Allah) is one of the righteous 

acts that are recommended after offering the Fajr prayer in 

congregation as well as recitation of the holy Quran, especially Surat 

Al-Kahf. The reason is that this Sura contains many great meanings 

and has several gracious benefits. Yet, reading Surat al Kahf on 

Friday has greater value for the Prophet pbuh said, “Whoever recites 
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Surat al Kahf on a Friday will have a light that will shine from him 

from one Friday to the next.” 

O Believers, 

Friday prayer is one of the most strongly emphasised duties in Islam 

and amongst the greatest times when Muslims come together to 

worship their Lord. Thus, Muslims should make preparations for 

observing the Friday prayer by bathing, wearing perfume and putting 

on the best of their clothes so as to be clean, purified, presentable and 

smelling good. This is in line with the guidance of the Messenger of 

Allah pbuh as he said, “Whoever takes a bath on Friday, purifies 

himself as much as he can, then uses his (hair) oil or perfumes 

himself with the scent of his house, then proceeds (for the Jumuaa 

prayer) and does not separate two persons sitting together (in the 

mosque), then prays as much as (Allah has) written for him and then 

remains silent while the Imam is delivering the Khutba, his sins in-

between the present and the last Friday would be forgiven.” In 

another narration he said, (in addition to three days).  

In fact, it is very essential and a vital aspect for a Muslim who wishes 

to go for prayer, to prepare himself and purify himself before going 

to the house of Allah, for Allah the Almighty says, “O children of 

Adam, take your adornment at every masjid.” (Al-Israa: 78). Yet, 

this should be specially taken care of when one goes for the Friday 

prayer because in it the angels will be sitting to listen to the prayers 

along with people. This was illustrated by the Prophet pubh as he 

said, “On every Friday the angels take their stand at every gate of the 

mosque to write the names of the people chronologically (i.e. 

according to the time of their arrival for the Friday prayer) and when 

the Imam sits (on the pulpit) they fold up their scrolls and get ready 

to listen to the Dhikr (sermon).” 

Glad tidings, therefore, for those who strive to arrive early to the 

mosque to offer Friday prayer as this is amongst the best of deeds 

that the righteous people race and compete for. On Friday, the 

worshipers and those who remember Allah much proceed happily to 

observe the prayer. At prayer time, they leave their trades in order to 

adhere to the orders of Allah the Almighty: “O you who have 
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believed, when [the adhan] is called for the prayer on the day of 

Jumuaa [Friday], then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and 

leave trade. That is better for you, if you only knew.” (Al-Jumuaa: 

9). So, the earlier the Muslim arrives to the mosque to offer the 

prayer, the more rewards they will attain in return. 

O Servants of Allah, 

Friday prayer has a great significance and gracious status. One of the 

many virtues of Friday prayer that is greatly rewarded is to walk to 

the mosque on Friday for each of your steps taken towards the 

mosque is rewarded in abundance. It was narrated that the Prophet 

pbuh said, “On Friday… and goes early, arriving early, gets close 

and listens and is silent, there will be for him in every step he takes 

the reward of a year of fasting and standing (for night prayer).” 

Another important thing to know is that there are certain etiquettes 

that the believer should follow with regards to the congregational 

prayer. For instance, one should try their best to sit close to the 

Imam. So, if there is a place in the front rows one should sit there 

close to him whenever possible, avoiding to sit at the back rows if 

the front ones are not occupied. The worshiper should also avoid 

pushing others or harming worshipers by stepping over them. 

On this account, it was narrated that a man entered the mosque on 

Friday while the Prophet pbuh was delivering the sermon. He started 

stepping over the people’s shoulders, so the Messenger of Allah pbuh 

said, “Sit down, for you are troubling (the people).”  

Furthermore, amongst the other rules that a Muslim should abide by 

in this regard is to maintain the sanctity of the mosque and the Friday 

sermon. In this sense, the worshiper should listen to the Imam 

attentively and avoid busying himself with other things like using the 

mobile phone or having side talks with other worshipers. The 

Prophet pbuh said, “Whoever says to his companion on Friday, when 

the Imam is delivering the Khutba, ‘Listen attentively,’ he has 

engaged in idle talk.” 

Other guidelines related to the etiquette of Friday prayer is that 

whoever wishes his children to accompany him to the mosque, he 

should teach them to maintain good behaviours, lower their voice 



 

 5 

while speaking, adhere to the mosques’ good manners and keep 

silence and tranquillity.  

With this in mind, we implore to Allah the Almighty to grant us 

success to grasp the virtues and benefits of Friday. O Allah, we seek 

Your grace to help us observe Friday prayer regularly while 

maintaining its ethics and traditions. O Allah, we supplicate to You 

to make us amongst those whose good deeds are accepted. 

May Allah the Almighty guide us all to obey Him and obey His 

Messenger Muhammad pbuh and obey those He have commanded us 

to obey in line with His orders: “O you who have believed, obey 

Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority amongst 

you.” (An-Nisaa: 59). 

May Allah direct us all to the blessings of the Glorious Quran and the 

Sunna of His Messenger pbuh. 

I say this and ask Allah for forgiveness for me and you, so invoke 

Him for forgiveness, for He is the Most Forgiving, the Most 

Merciful.  

Second Sermon 

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. I bear witness that 

there is no deity save Allah, having no associates. I also bear witness 

that our Master Muhammad is the servant of Allah and His 

Messenger. May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon our 

Master Muhammad, his pure family, companions, and all those who 

follow them in righteousness till the Day of Judgment. 

I urge you, O Servants of Allah, and myself to be aware that you are 

asked to obey Him, the Most Exalted and Sublime. 

O Worshipers,  

Please know that Friday is our weekly Eid for Muslims to celebrate. 

Thus, you are urged to seize the opportunity to attain its virtues by 

observing its prayer in congregation, listening to the Imam’s sermon 

attentively, arriving early to the mosque and attaining its rewards. 

Friday is also a precious opportunity to interact with neighbours, 

friends and relatives. As for the family, when the Muslim returns 

back home after Friday prayer, he should sit with them, have a 

friendly talk with his wife and children and advise them about the 
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good aspects and rewards that the Muslim attains from offering the 

prayer in congregation, in addition to teaching them from what Allah 

the Almighty has taught him.   

It is also a duty incumbent on each Muslim to remind his family 

members to be steadfast on their acts of worship “for indeed, the 

reminder benefits the believers.” (Al-Jumuaa: 9). You should 

further urge them to supplicate to their Lord much on Friday for the 

Messenger of Allah pbuh has advocated Muslims to invoke Allah 

plentifully on this day. He pbuh said, “There is an hour (opportune 

time) on Friday and if a Muslim gets it while praying and asks 

something from Allah, then Allah will definitely meet his demand.” 

He also said, “So seek it in the last hour after the Asr (afternoon) 

prayer.”  

Thus, you are urged, O Worshipers, to pray to Allah to bless with 

welfare yourselves, your families, your homeland and your rulers. 

Strive to make Friday a day for performing acts of worship, seeking 

knowledge, Dhikr, supplicating and a time for gathering the family 

members together. This way, piety will be strengthened in the minds 

and hearts of the young generations, solidarity will prevail in the 

society and the bonds of love and affection will become stronger 

amongst its members.  

That is said, please bear in mind that you are instructed to invoke 

peace and blessings on the Prophet pbuh. Allah, the Most Sublime, 

says, “indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His 

angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [Allah to 

confer] blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant him] peace.” 

(Al-Ahzab: 56). 

On the same matter, the Prophet pbuh said, “For everyone who 

invokes a blessing on me will receive ten blessings from Allah.” 

O Allah, please confer Your blessings and grant peace upon our 

Prophet Muhammad pbuh, his family and all of the companions.  

O Lord You have blessed us with a homeland of knowledge, so we 

seek Your favour to make knowledge our provision, forgiveness 

amongst our qualities, tolerance our character and giving our culture. 

 



 

 7 

O Allah, please continue blessing us with happiness, tranquillity and 

welfare. Our Lord, please continue blessing our nation, houses, 

families and relatives with contentment. 

May Allah have mercy on the honourable martyrs of our country and 

those of the coalition and gather them with the righteous. May Allah 

make their dwelling with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed 

favour of the prophets and the steadfast affirmers of truth. Indeed, 

You hear and answer to the supplications.   

O Allah, please grant the best reward for the families of the martyrs 

and offer them patience and solace. May Allah grant victory to the 

soldiers of the Arab Coalition who gathered to restore the rights to 

their owners. O Lord, please be by their side and guide the Yemeni 

people to everything that is good. O Allah, make them rally for the 

word of truth and legitimacy, and bless them with welfare and 

stability, O the Most Generous. 

O Lord, we beseech You to bless all of the Muslim countries and the 

whole world with stability and peace. 

May Allah be pleased with the Rightly Guided Caliphs: Abu Bakr, 

Umar, Uthman and Ali, and all of the noble Companions. 

O Allah, we supplicate to You to make patience our way for 

achieving creativity, seeking knowledge, obtaining higher status and 

serving our beloved country as well as keeping its flag fluttering high 

in the sky.  

O Allah, we seek Your grace to increase the UAE in delight and 

beauty and give the best of rewards and recompense to whoever 

sowed the seeds of goodness and welfare in it. Indeed, You are the 

Most Merciful of the merciful.  

May Allah grant success and continued health and care to the UAE 

President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. May Allah also 

ensure success to his Vice-President, trustworthy Crown Prince and 

his brothers, Their Highnesses the Rulers of the Emirates. 

O Allah, please forgive all of the Muslims, men and women, living 

and dead. May Allah have mercy on Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Maktoum 

and the Late UAE Sheikhs. O Lord, forgive and show mercy on them 

and bless them with Your kindness and satisfaction. O Lord, forgive 
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and show mercy on our parents, relatives and whoever has done a 

favour to us. 

We pray to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, to continue blessing the 

UAE with stability and welfare and bless its provisions. O Allah, 

please continue blessing the UAE with safety and security. 

O Allah, please grant us wisdom in our speech and in our deeds. O 

Allah, please make us amongst those who fulfil their promises and 

are committed to their covenants. Indeed, You are the Possessor of 

Glory and Honour. 

Remember Allah and He will remember you. Be grateful of His 

benevolence and He will increase His blessings to you. 

Please stand up for prayer. 


