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Mariam Umm Isa Mosque,
 Allah’s peace and blessings be upon them





Tolerance shall not serve as an abandonment of religious tenets, 
honour or country, nor shall it be a flattery to gain the approval of 
people or to avert their tyranny and oppression.

Tolerance is a culture stems from the deep understanding of religion 
facts and tenets and also a comprehension of what is right and what 
lies in the scope of values and virtues. 

There is no scintilla of tolerance to hasten the prayer and hence miss 
out some of its pillars for the sake of a crying child, or a sick person 
or an elderly, but you can accelerate the prayer for these people by 
not prolonging the recitation of the Quran, kneeling or prostration.

Tolerance is a culture of human co-existence in one single society or 
in any pluralistic society. For instance, the taxi-driver has no right to 
ride a specific segment of society than the other only because they 
do not belong to his or her religion or nationality. The merchant 
has no right to lower the price of goods for his or her clan and go 
up in price for other people. The principal has no right to accept 
particular nationalities in his or her school and prevent others from 
education.

Tolerance is a social culture that is deeply enshrined when the laws, 
customs and traditions play their part in boosting co-existence and 
cooperation so as to build a moral system based on justice and 
equality among all sections of society. A society that contributes 
to the development of a nation in which all individuals enjoy its 
welfare and work hard to ensure its sustainability. 

Every member of society feels proud of the leaders legacies and the 
nation accomplishments and they are happy in the environments 
of work, production, accommodation and stability. Whenever they 
go, they are best ambassadors who represent the identity of their 
country and show loyalty to their leadership and society.

Tolerance is an oasis in which all community individuals come together 
and live happily and that every lover of beauty, security and harmony 
dreams of visiting UAE, land of happiness, tolerance and building.     

Indicators in the culture of tolerance
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Opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the authors and 

do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors and the publisher.
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Fax: +971 2 6212484 - E-mail : manarislam@awqaf.gov.ae

 Dear Reader: This magazine contains verses from the Holy 

Quran and the Hadiths of the Prophet (PBUH).

 It is therefore necessary you treat it with utmost respect.



of the holy month of Ramadan, wishing them every success 

in their mission to spread the true message of Islam whilst 

staying away from extremism and misguided thoughts as 

perpetuated by several individuals and entities who promote 

malicious ideologies.

HH also urged the scholars, Imams and Khateebs to shed a 

great deal of light on the justice of Islam, and its transparency 

and tolerance since religion is for humankind in its entirety 

coupled with its principles, teachings and rulings.

Later,  HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, and HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, and the attendees all offered the 

Maghreb Prayer in congregation.

The scholars supplicated to the Almighty Allah to protect 

UAE  and its people and capabilities and continue blessing its 

prudent leadership with abundant health and happiness in 

the best interest of Islam, Muslims and all humanity.

The attendees had the Iftar banquet, praying to the Exalt-

ed Allah to continue blessing such benefaction and protect it 

from being perished. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice 

President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, received on 

9 June 2017 at Zaabeel Palace Their Eminence the Scholars, 

Guests of the UAE President for the holy month of Ramadan 

along with the jury committee members of Dubai Interna-

tional Quran Award at its 21st Edition, who congratulated 

HH on the occasion of the month of Ramadan and hailed 

his numerous charitable and humanitarian initiatives in the 

month of giving in the year of Giving. 

The receiving ceremony was attended by HH Sheikh Ham-

dan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince 

of Dubai, HH Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and HH Sheikh Ahmed 

bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of the 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation.

It was also attended by HE Dr Mohammed Matar Al-Kaabi, 

Chairman of Awqaf, and HE Dr Hamad Al-Shaibani, Director 

General of Dubai Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities De-

partment, in addition to a crowd of officials and scholars. 

HH the Vice-President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai 

exchanged the greetings with the scholars on the occasion 

Mohammed bin Rashid receives the UAE President guest scholars

  July.     20176



people in society, and to shed light on the UAE’s role as a 

model for tolerance and cultural and religious pluralism. 

The law also seeks to build a harmonious society based on 

tolerance, peace, coexistence and acceptance of others, and 

to combat violence or hate speech based on religious, gender, 

race or linguistic differences, contributing to the objectives of 

the National Programme for Tolerance. 

The law also aims to honour groups and entities that con-

tribute to enhancing the value of tolerance among people, 

encouraging entrepreneurship and excellence in establishing 

the rules of tolerance at the national and international levels, 

promoting interfaith dialogue and highlighting the genuine 

image of Islam as a religion of tolerance and peace.

As per the law, the Institute has functions and powers that 

follow: to propose policies and legislations aimed at cherish-

ing the values of tolerance and moderation in the society, and 

to submit them to the relevant authorities for implementa-

tion; to hold periodically international conferences related to 

tolerance in the State; to prepare and disseminate research 

on how to engage in partnerships with relevant cultural insti-

tutions around the world to spread the principles of harmony 

and the values of intergenerational tolerance. Also to orga-

nise seminars, workshops, forums and specialised training 

programmes aimed at promoting the spirit of tolerance and 

peace in the world; to launch and encourage initiatives aimed 

at promoting tolerance and coexistence among all members 

of society; to support intellectual and cultural output that 

promotes tolerance in society; to create an environment that 

is conducive to social and cultural harmony and eliminating 

exclusionary behaviour; and any other function or power re-

quired to achieve the objectives of the Institute.

The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Tolerance 

Award will be given in five sections – three of which will be 

given in honouring the efforts made by figures of tolerance in 

philosophy, literary creativity and visual arts, and two awards 

will be given in competitions organised by the awards com-

mittee, focusing on youth projects and new media.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, has issued 

the law No. 9 of 2017 to set up the International Institute for 

Tolerance. 

His Highness also issued Decree No. 23 of 2017, forming 

the Board of Trustees for the International Institute for Tol-

erance and Decree No. 28 of 2017, nominating a co-opted 

member for the International Institute for Tolerance.

The Institute for Tolerance aims to cement the spirit of 

tolerance in society, build a cohesive society and promote 

the UAE as a role model for tolerance, anti-extremism, and all 

forms of segregation among people. This includes discrimina-

tion based on religion, gender, race, colour or language. The 

law also aims to boost the values of tolerance, encourage dia-

logue among religions.

On this occasion, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid said, 

“UAE is a beacon of tolerance and co-existence and accep-

tance of the other and that tolerance is a foundational value 

in building societies and the key to ensuring stability of coun-

tries and happiness of people.”  HH pointed out that UAE 

seeks to instil the culture of openness and dialogue and to 

contributes to combating bigotry, extremism and intellectual 

repression.

“Since its establishment, the UAE has promoted the val-

ues of tolerance, coexistence, acceptance and openness, and 

has become a safe haven for people from all over the world 

without discrimination that is based on religion, race, gender 

or colour.”

“We look forward to leading the activities of the Interna-

tional Institute for Tolerance, with the aim of building and 

training  Arab young leaders and cadres who deeply believe 

in the values of tolerance, openness and dialogue among re-

ligions and cultures.” To this end, HH said that we have to 

work to make tolerance a fundamental component cultural-

ly, artistically and humanly so that it becomes a daily practice 

and thought.”

The law aims to promote the spirit of tolerance among 

Mohammed bin Rashid:
 UAE is a beacon of tolerance
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ence of HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Depu-

ty Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, with 

representative of the Awqaf, Ministry of Justice, the Depart-

ment of Judiciary in Abu Dhabi and Zayed House for Islamic 

Culture.

Meanwhile, Dr Nidal al Tunaiji, Director General of 

Zayed House for Islamic Culture, presented HH Sheikh Mo-

hammed copies of the Quran interpretation into thirteen 

international languages. The interpretations are aimed at 

promoting knowledge of new Muslims about the holy Qu-

ran and its verses and help them to understand the mean-

ings, values and noble objectives of Islam.

On another note, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 

welcomed the visiting delegations and exchanged amica-

ble talks with them. He also welcomed the scholars in the 

UAE as "their second home country", wishing them success 

in fulfilling their great mission in promoting awareness, 

preaching, offering advices and guidance as well as educat-

ing Muslims about their religion and life affairs.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 

the UAE Armed Forces, stressed that under the wise direc-

tives of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Pres-

ident, may Allah protect him, the UAE was, and will con-

tinue to be, a minaret that shines with tolerance and peace 

within its regional and international surroundings.

HH Sheikh Mohammed's statement came while receiv-

ing yesterday at al Bateen Palace the scholars, guests of HH 

UAE President. The scholars are hosted annually during the 

month of Ramadan to participate in reviving its nights as 

part of the programme of scholars that is overseen by the 

Ministry of Presidential Affairs and organised by Awqaf.

HH Sheikh Mohamed welcomed the guest scholars and 

exchanged greetings with them on the occasion of the holy 

month of Ramadan, praying to Allah, the Almighty, to re-

turn it to the Arab and Islamic nations with further bless-

ings and prosperity.

HH also exchanged greetings on the occasion, in pres-

Mohammed bin Zayed receives the scholars, guests of the 
UAE President and a number of government officials
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tions, cultures and religions. We, in the UAE, are determined 

to continue fulfilling our responsibility in cooperation with 

our Arab and Muslim brethren as well as with support and 

efforts of our honourable scholars in highlighting the bright 

civilised image of Islam. We should all form an impenetra-

ble fort in the face of the groups of darkness and terrorism 

and all those who might be induced to tamper with the 

sacredness of Islam and distort its tolerant image or those 

misguided attempts to associate extremism and terrorism 

with Islam and Muslims," Sheikh Mohammed concluded.

Later, HH listened to an explanation from Dr Moham-

med Matar al Kaabi, Awqaf's Chairman, about the events of 

the programme of scholar, guests of HH the UAE President, 

including religious and social lectures that the scholars will 

deliver in mosques and other gatherings in the UAE about 

Ramadan, its virtues and the tolerant principles of Islam.

For their part, the scholars lauded the philanthropic and 

humanitarian activities accomplished by the UAE, benefit-

ing Muslims in several countries and communities, praying 

to Allah, the Almighty, to bring back this holy month to HH 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President, may 

Allah protect him, with good health, wellness and blessings.

HH further expressed his confidence that the scholars 

can live up to the responsibility of reviving the nights of 

the holy month to the fullest thanks to their praiseworthy 

effort aimed at enlightening people with regards to their 

religion and Fiqh and promoting their knowledge.

"The UAE's humane mission is based on the great mis-

sion of Islam, which came to dispel the darkness of fanat-

icism, oppression and ignorance, spreading instead the 

noblest values of love, tolerance, co-existence, justice and 

equality, in addition to opening minds into knowledge and 

sciences," HH Sheikh Mohammed pointed out.

Sheikh Mohammed further urged the scholars to con-

tinue assuming their commendable role during the sacred 

month and thereafter in raising awareness of Arabs and 

Muslims, especially the youths, about the correct principles 

of Islam that are based on moderation, tolerance, respect 

and acceptance of the other as well as deserting violence, 

fanaticism and extremism.

"This sacred month is a precious opportunity to reflect 

the true image of Islam and inculcate its established essence 

that is based on spreading peace and enhancing peaceful 

co-existence on basis of mutual respect amongst civilisa-
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HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Member of the 

Supreme Council and Ruler of Ajman received on Thurs-

day 15, 2017 at Al-Zaher Palace Their Eminence the Schol-

ars, Guests of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE 

President as well as laureates of Mohammed V University. 

They offered His Highness the congratulations on the 

occasion of holy month of Ramadan and supplicated to 

the Almighty Allah to bless him with abundant health and 

well-being and continue blessing UAE with continuing 

development, prosperity, security and stability under the 

wise leadership. 

The reception ceremony was attended by HH Sheikh 

Amar bin Humaid Al Nuaimi, Crown Prince of Ajman.

On this occasion, the scholars hailed the initiative of the 

UAE President to revive the nights of Ramadan and de-

liver religious lectures across the country to shed light on 

the true concepts of Islam, praying to Allah the Exalted to 

make this initiative and other humanitarian initiatives in 

the scale of his rewards. 

At the outset of the meeting, HH the Ruler of Ajman 

supplicated to the Gracious Allah to have mercy upon the 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and let him admit-

ted to Paradise, praising the major role and the strenuous 

efforts made by HH the UAE President, his Deputy HH 

Sheikh Mohammed bin  Rashid Al Maktoum, Prime Minis-

ter and Ruler of Dubai, and Their Highness the Members of 

the Supreme Council and Rulers of the Emirates, for their 

keen interest in building mosques and the Quran memori-

sation centres.

HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi called on the 

scholars to cast light on the tolerance and moderation of Is-

lam which came as a mercy for humankind, affirming in the 

meantime the role of scholars and Khateebs lies in calling 

for the right track with good while staying away from ex-

tremism just to ensure that a nation seeks to spread good-

ness in every corner of the globe.

HH also urged them to bring glad tidings and not let 

people go and make things easy for them while sticking to 

the value of moderation and taking advantage of Islam tol-

erance as a torchlight in their preaching journey.

HH the Ruler of Ajman hailed the tremendous efforts 

made by Awqaf and all officials in promoting the roles of 

The Ruler of Ajman receives the guest scholars
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HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Member of 

the Supreme Court and the Ruler of Ajman hailed the 

enormous efforts made by the officials at the holy Quran 

memorisation centres and their pivotal role in teaching 

the pupils the Quran, Hadiths, Prophetic Sunna and bi-

ographies of the companions.

HH the Ruler of Ajman also praised the unstinting sup-

port the Quranic centres receive from the astute lead-

ership of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE 

President, and Their Highness Members of the Supreme 

Council and Rulers of the Emirates, and supplicated to 

Allah the Exalted to protect our county and continue 

blessing us with security and stability. 

This statement  was made when HH the Ruler of 

Ajman had received female directors of the Quran mem-

orisation centres of Ajman, winners of the 8th edition of 

Awqaf Quran contest.  On this occasion, the winners had 

the honour to offer HH their sincere congratulations on 

the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. 

HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi welcomed 

the centre delegation members, expressing his appreci-

ation of Awqaf’s award of the holy Quran and its role in 

promoting the Quranic centres mission and encouraging 

the young people and their parents to memorise the Qu-

ran and competing and learning its proper recitation.

During the meeting, HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid al 

Nuaimi listened to brief reports from the centres' direc-

tors about the role played by those centres in spreading 

the culture of Quran memorisation amongst the stu-

dents and their parents.

For his part, Dr Mohammed Matar al Kaabi, Awqaf's 

Chairman, hailed the positive participation of the cen-

tres in Ajman while praising the support received by the 

centres and mosques in the emirate from His Highness 

Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi.

"The organisation of the holy Quran memorisation 

mosques and the Quranic centres and struggling to provide 

a better education for laureates so that they will be a sup-

porting asset for Awqaf’s endeavours and goals.

During the meeting, HH the Ruler of Ajman was briefed 

by Dr Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi, on the programme of 

scholars to revive the days and nights of Ramadan as con-

ducted in collaboration with the Ministry of Presidential 

Affairs and follow-up of HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 

Affairs with the participation of an elite of scholars from the 

Arab and Muslim countries speaking different languages 

sharing the goal of shedding further light on religious mat-

ters to Muslims.

HH was also briefed on the programme of preparing the 

Emirati scholars through joining the Mohammed V Univer-

sity in Abu Dhabi. Awqaf Chairman offered HH the sincere 

congratulations and appreciation of the facilitations pro-

vided to open Ajman Branch to receive  the students will-

ing to study the religious sciences so that they will take the 

positions of Imam and preacher.

Dr Al-Kaabi expressed his sincere thanks and apprecia-

tion of HH’s keen interest and unstinting support for the 

construction of mosques and the Quran memorisation cen-

tres. Awqaf Chairman affirmed that directives of HH would 

be an approach to turn them into initiatives of Awqaf’s stra-

tegic plan.

On a related note,  Dr al-Kaabi said that reception of HH 

the Ruler of Ajman to the scholars is a clear evidence of the 

wise leadership support for the role of mosques and that 

of Awqaf in maintaining the civilisational gains achieved in 

UAE, particularly those related to the religious matters and 

mosques. 

A number of Islamic contemporary issues were discussed 

during the meeting including the call to exert tremendous 

efforts and endeavours to promote the Arab and Muslim 

countries so they achieve their goals in development and 

prosperity.

Later, the attendees had a bouquet of Iftar and besought 

Allah the Almighty to protect UAE and Muslim countries 

from any agony and harm and continue blessing the coun-

try with stability and peace.

Ajman Ruler hails UAE 
leadership’s support for the 
Quran memorisation centres
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and Tajweed Award by Awqaf at the level of the UAE is in 

line with Awqaf's strategic plan, which was approved by the 

UAE Cabinet. It is also aimed at encouraging people to recite 

and memorise the Book of Allah and learn its sciences," Dr al 

Kaabi underlined.

Dr al Kaabi continued saying, "Thanks to the unlimited 

support by the UAE wise leadership, the Quran memorisa-

tion centres have become model educational beacons that 

are equipped by all modern teaching methods that keep in 

pace with the UAE's cultural renaissance. Moreover, Awqaf 

provides a Multilanguage unified curriculum for Quran 

memorisation at all the centres, the aim being to ensure 

serving the public from all walks of life and from different 

nationalities."

Concerning the establishment of the holy Quran Award, 

Dr al Kaabi stressed that it was aimed at elevating the level 

of holy Quran memorisation and creating the spirit of com-

petitiveness amongst the members of the community in the 

field of the holy Quran recitation and memorisation. It is also 

aimed at nurturing and honouring the distinguished mem-

orisers, Dr al Kaabi added, pointing out that in this year's 

edition contestants competed in nine categories. The partic-

ipants came from various levels, including Buds (youngsters), 

higher age group and people with special needs in addition 

to male and female tutors working at the Quranic centres, Dr 

al Kaabi added.

Worth mentioning, as many as 267 male and female con-

testants from the students of Quran memorisation centres 

and sessions in mosques across the UAE were qualified for 

the finals of this year's edition of the holy Quran contest. For-

ty nine of the qualified contestants came from the people of 

determination and inmates of the punitive and correctional 

institutions. The finalists have been nominated from amongst 

797 contestants who competed in the primary qualifiers of 

the award in its various categories.

The winner of the first place in the award's "best Quran 

memorisation centre" category at the level of the UAE was 

Al Atrija centre in Ajman, which registered 1207 female stu-

dents. The centre came first in the category of memorising 

three parts of the holy Quran, second in the category of 

memorising 20 consecutive parts, Emirati female contestants' 

category, and the second place in memorising 20 parts of the 

Quran for female residents. 

Meanwhile, Al Etihad Centre in Ajman, which comprises 

581 male and female students, reaped the third place in the 

ninth category of the award, "Composing Quranic stories," 

which saw the participation of male and female memorisers 

from Awqaf's Quranic centres. The centre also won the sec-

ond and third places in the eighth category of the award (Na-

tional beautiful reciting voices), a new category introduced 

by Awqaf as a step for reciters on the way to become Quran 

recites worldwide. Moreover, al Etihad centre also won the 

third place in the category of "Reciting and Tajweed".

In the category of the people of determination, Hajar Cen-

tre, of 677 female students, won the first place at the level of 

the UAE.
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With a huge crowd of residents of Al-Samha West and the 

philanthropist Mr Ali Mohammed Al-Belushi and Awqaf 

Chairman Dr Mohammed Matar Al-Kaabi, the Ali al-Belushi 

was inaugurated on a highway connecting Abu Dhabi with 

Dubai. 

The highway passengers are provided with best services, 

especially the mosques that are constructed on international 

roads while Awqaf shows the keen interest in offering hap-

piness to passengers and pleasant views of the Islamic archi-

tecture.

The new mosque is a civilisational landmark on a highway 

connecting  Dubai with Abu Dhabi in the Old Al-Samha West 

as it adds public roads with a scent of spirituality reflecting 

the enormous urban development  in the construction of 

mosques that accommodates nearly 2000 worshippers with 

basic annexes including the women’s prayer room and the 

accommodation of imam and muezzin. 

The mosque is constructed according to the modern 

architecture featuring a corrugated pyramidal ceiling fac-

ing upward with a magnificent dome connected with two 

unique minarets.  

The construction of the mosque maintains the architec-

tural assets inside including the Mihrab and Minbar and the 

hall of prayer as per the urban planning of modern cities and 

industrial, commercial and tourist plants that would be built 

between Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

The Islamic Affairs opens the Al-Samha Mosque

Manar Al-Islam  Issue 511 13



HE Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak, the Minister of Culture 

and Community Development, attended on Wednes-

day 14 June 2017 an evening at the Sheikh Zayed Grand 

Mosque, marking the Zayed Humanitarian Work Day. 

The event was held under the patronage of the Minis-

try of Presidential Affairs in collaboration with Sheikh 

Zayed Grand Mosque Centre in Abu Dhabi and Awqaf. 

It marked the Zayed Humanitarian Work Day which co-

incides with the thirteenth anniversary of the demise of 

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah rest 

his soul in peace.

The evening was also attended by Sheikh Abdullah bin 

Mohammed bin Khalid Al Nahyan, Sheikh Humaid bin 

Rashid al Mualla, Dr Mohammed Matar al Kaabi, Awqaf's 

Chairman, the scholars guests of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, may Allah protect him, and a number 

of ambassadors of Arab and Islamic countries to the UAE.

Dr Mohammed Matar al Kaabi delivered a speech in 

which he said, "We thank Allah, the Almighty, for making 

us amongst the sons of Zayed and his generous offspring; 

a nation that is tolerant, ambitious, confident, responsi-

ble, open and adherent to its heritage and humanitarian 

culture. A nation that works hard and builds in a coherent 

community, continuing its march with unity and solidar-

ity with its leadership, following in steps of their founding 

fathers; carrying loyalty as a symbol and giving as a cloak."

“On this occasion, we would like to renew our alle-

giance and loyalty to HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Na-

hyan, UAE President, may Allah protect him, HH Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 

Nahyan bin Mubarak attends an evening marking Zayed 
Humanitarian Work Day at the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque
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Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, HH Sheikh Mo-

hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dha-

bi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forc-

es, and Their Highnesses the Members of the Supreme Council 

Rulers of the Emirates, may Allah protect and guide them to 

all that is good. We also pray to Allah, the Almighty, to show 

mercy on our late father and admit him to his Paradise,” Dr al 

Kaabi concluded.

For his part, Dr Abdul Rahman Abbas from Al Azhar and 

one of the scholars, guests of HH the UAE President, delivered 

a speech titled "The value of humanitarian giving in Islam." 

In his speech, Dr Abbas said, "Amongst the fruits of giving is 

establishing affection and love amongst people and making 

them happier. The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 

may Allah rest his soul in peace, has touched people's hearts 

with happiness, thus his legacy will be everlasting and he will 

be remembered throughout the ages. He was an inspiring 

leader, who established such an innovative approach that one 

can barely see around the world.”

“Humanitarian issues topped the matters of con-

cern to Sheikh Zayed, whether inside or outside 

the UAE. Humanitarian actions were amongst the 

firm principles for him, ones that were based on 

sincere belief. Thus, such principles never changed 

in all places and at all times," Dr Abbas underlined, 

adding that late Sheikh Zayed has implemented 

so many development projects so one cannot talk 

about them all in one gathering.

"The great giving of the late leader across borders 

reflected the unity of human destiny. Everywhere 

around the world, Zayed is a leader, a father and a 

philanthropist who bears in his heart love for all hu-

man beings and in his people he sees his aspirations. 

He established for the UAE a humanitarian reputa-

tion that is testified worldwide. His humanitarian 

giving reached all people regardless of their race, 

colour or nationality," added Dr Abbas.

“These are the principles of Zayed, the benevo-

lent, that are aimed at touching people's hearts with 

happiness. He strived to make such giving approach 

as a doctrine for the UAE, ensuring that it took the 

lead in preventing dangerous risks. For this purpose, 

he established Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan Chari-

table and Humanitarian Foundation,” Dr Abbas 

further highlighted, adding that giving and good 

actions are still flowing by the hands of the UAE's 

current wise leadership, headed by HH Sheikh Khal-

ifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The evening also brought to stage Dr Moham-

med Sutari, Mufti of the province of Shkodra in Al-

bania. Dr Sutari delivered a speech under the title 

"Zayed, the symbol of giving in Albania" in which 

he said, "Late Sheikh Zayed was a man of charitable 

acts who loved human happiness and humanity. He 

left his generous footprints in the field of charitable 

work, ones that made the UAE a unique model in 

our world in terms of bringing happiness, stability, 

tolerance and love amongst peoples.”
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With endorsement by HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, the UAE President, may Allah protect him, HH 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 

of the UAE Armed Forces, issued directives to rename 

the Mohammed bin Zayed mosque in Mushrif, a district 

in Abu Dhabi, as "Mariam Umm Isa", Arabic for "Mary, 

the mother of Jesus". 

Setting a shining example of the tolerance and co-

existence enjoyed by the UAE, the inauguration of the 

new name was done by HE Sheikha Lubna al Qasimi, 

Minister of State for Tolerance, in presence of HE Dr 

Mohammed Matar al 

Kaabi, Awqaf's Chair-

man, and a host of 

scholars, Muftis and 

Awqaf's department 

managers in addition 

to a number of Chris-

tian clergymen.

Commenting on 

the occasion, HH 

Sheikha Lubna said, 

"On this day, the 

Zayed Humanitarian 

Day, we appreciate 

this initiative of renaming this big and renowned mosque 

in Abu Dhabi after Sayida Virgin Mariam. The mosque 

is surrounded by a biggest number of churches in the 

emirate, a matter which sets a beautiful image of toler-

ance, coexistence and respect of religions cherished in 

the UAE. Naming this mosque, which is located amongst 

such number of churches, after Sayida Mariam embod-

ies a great honouring by the UAE wise leadership as well 

as its people. It sends a positive message to the whole 

world. Today, our gathering here in this mosque along 

with their eminence the Muftis, scholars and Christian 

clergymen resembles a great human act."

“In all our meetings 

abroad, we have always 

recognised and appreciat-

ed the great role played by 

Awqaf which carried the 

mission of promoting the 

values of tolerance, reli-

gious moderation and re-

spect of all divine religions 

in combatting the extrem-

ist and fanatic ideologies. 

This is done by cementing 

a moderate religious dis-

course in all its mosques, 

Mohammed bin Zayed mosque in Mushrif renamed as “Mariam Um Isa”

Mariam Umm Isa Mosque

Her Excellency Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi and Dr Al-Kaabi after unveiling the curtain
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lessons and Friday sermons. In fact, the pres-

ence of Muftis side by side with the Christian 

clergymen today reflects the true reality of 

the peaceful coexistence enjoyed in the UAE, 

which receives appreciation and admiration 

of the world," Sheikha Lubna concluded.

For his part, HE Dr Mohammed Matar al 

Kaabi welcomed the move and thanked HH 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed for such initia-

tive, saying, "Since the days of Sheikh Zayed 

bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah rest his soul 

in peace, our astute leadership has always 

been keenly interested in cementing toler-

ance and peaceful coexistence that is based 

on justice and brotherliness amongst all those 

living in the UAE.”

"This was the same approach followed by 

HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the 

UAE President, and HH Sheikh Mohammad 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan as people from more 

than 200 nations are living in comfort, se-

curity and peace in the UAE. Such peaceful 

coexistence is based on our holy religion, as 

Islam urges us to follow justice, respect oth-

ers' rights, show kindness, cooperate in giving 

with other people, and do all that which may 

preserve their dignity and right in decent liv-

ing," Dr al Kaabi further explained.

For his part, reverend Bishop Ibrahim Fa-

rouk from the Christian Coptic Orthodox 

Church of Egypt in Abu Dhabi, said, "This day 

sets a wonderful example of love and peaceful 

coexistence in the UAE, which is always in the 

lead of the world's countries in religious toler-

ance, brotherliness and peace. Such principles 

are all guaranteed through the laws enacted 

in it.”

“Naming this mosque after the Sayida Mari-

am pbuh is a gesture of love and peace that 

we hope will be followed around the world” 

Bishop Farouk concluded.

The UAE Official Fatwa Centre received around 65614 inqui-

ries during the holy month of Ramadan 1438-2017. The public 

questions ranged from worships, dealings, to Fatwas related to 

women and family affairs. 

Commenting on this, Chairman of Awqaf, Dr Mohammed 

Matar Al-Kaabi said: “the unstinting and continuing support of 

the UAE wise leadership for the religious affair in the country 

and society has effectively enabled Awqaf to offer the best ser-

vices to the public, and that the Centre staff during the month 

of Ramadan were working hard and answering the phone calls 

and text messages coming from inside and outside UAE.”

 

“To cope with such a large influx of queries, the Centre 

streamlined all its potential to answer the public questions by 

getting 60 Muftis ready for such a task so they can work three 

periods every day starting from 8 am to 8 pm”, pointed out 

Dr Al-Kaabi, adding that to this end, Awqaf had provided the 

Centre with technology equipment and other means to do 

their job.” 

On a related note, the UAE President guest scholars visited 

the Centre and reviewed the state-of-the-art technology and 

learned of the Muftis capability of taking advantage of  tech-

nology in organising and archiving the Fatwas and issuing the 

Fatwas unanimously in Arabic, Urdu and English. 

Awqaf Chairman also said that it is widely known that the 

group Fatwas making is the strongest, accurate and authentic 

and that the approach adopted by the Centre is the most mod-

ern one worldwide. This illustrates the great flood of inquiries 

from the public where the Centre received roughly 58124 que-

ries by phone, 7490 by text messages on the jurisprudence of 

worships, prayer, fasting and charities, among others. Around 

5700 inquiries included the jurisprudence of banking and fi-

nancial dealings and the remaining were about women and 

family affairs.

The UAE Official Fatwa Centre receives 
65614 queries in the month of Ramadan
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Awqaf organised a qualitative symposium titled "UAE 

addressing terrorism... Religious grounds and national 

efforts" on Monday, Ramadan 10, at Jumeirah Etihad 

Towers Hotel in Abu Dhabi. The seminar was overseen 

by the Ministry of Presidential Affairs and attended by 

HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Bayyah, President of the Forum 

for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies, HE Sheikha 

Lubna al Qasimi, Minister of State for Tolerance, HE 

Dr Mohammed Matar al Kaabi, Awqaf's Chairman and 

Secretary General of the Forum for Promoting Peace in 

Muslim Societies, the Scholars, guests of HH the UAE 

President, may Allah protect him, and a large host of 

scholars, researchers, representatives of institutions and 

academies.

The symposium opened with a speech for Bin Bayyah 

in which he highlighted the judicious vision of the UAE 

prudent leadership and its wise approach in dealing 

with extremism, fanatic currents, terrorism and its ideo-

logical and financial resources as well as their deviated 

conceptions that are inconsistent with Islam. He further 

underlined the dangerous risk of taking the religious 

texts out of their conceptual frame and employing 

them in the service of whims and foreign thoughts and 

practices.

Bin Bayyah then stressed that the efforts by the UAE 

and its forums, especially the Ministry of Tolerance and 

Awqaf, are indeed intellectual barriers to combat the 

Kharijites of the modern age. Such efforts exemplifies 

the cultural front that was led by Abdullah Ibn Abbas 

in the first century of Islam against the then Kharijites 

(rebels) who revolted against the authority of the Caliph 

on the grounds that "judgement belongs to Allah alone", 

Bin Bayyah explained, stressing that priorities in our age 

should be arranged in accordance with those defined by 

the Messenger of Allah pbuh, namely security first then 

health and then people's need for food.

In this regard the Prophet pbuh said, "Whoever 

amongst you wakes up in the morning secured in his 

dwelling, healthy in his body, having his food for the 

day, then it is as if the world has been gathered for him 

(owned the entire world)," Bin Bayyah explained, un-

derlining that there is no value for healthy bodies or re-

ligion, nor is there a meaning for life or happiness had 

security not been guaranteed for people and communi-

The Islamic Affairs: UAE symposium in encountering terrorism
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ties. Indeed, ensuring security is the role that the official 

government plays, Bin Bayyah concluded.

Brought to the stage, Dr Mohammed Matar al Kaabi, 

Awqaf's Chairman, delivered the keynote of the seminar 

in which welcomed the audience saying, "Under the um-

brella of our wise leadership headed by HH Sheikh Khal-

ifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President, may Allah 

protect him, in these blessed days of the holy month 

of Ramadan, and on the land of tolerance, moderation 

and humane advancement; I would like to welcome HE 

Sheikh Abdullah bin Bahyyah, President of the Forum 

for Peace Promoting Peace, and HE Sheikha Lubna al 

Qasimi, Minister of State for Tolerance."

"I would also like to welcome the elite professors of 

science, intellect, critics and analytics, as well as the 

scholars, guests of HH the UAE President, who will en-

rich this symposium with firm religious grounds to com-

batting terrorism. Such grounds have become common 

amongst all the countries of the civilised world," Dr al 

Kaabi added.

"Today, everyone is paying the taxes of modern tech-

nology, for as long as the cyberspace continues to be 

open without any controls or smart censorship, terror-

ism will continue to have the opportunity to hit at any 

place around the world, trying to spread fear and chaos. 

Such terrorism is aimed at impeding cultural advance-

ment and weakening cooperation bridges amongst na-

tions and peoples of the world," Dr al Kaabi highlighted.

Thus, he pointed out, international concerted efforts 

and open initiatives are required to fight such terrorism. 

A good example on this is the intellectual forums that 

are being organised by the official entities in the UAE in 

participation of regional and international institutions. 

Those forums are based on the approach of moderation 

and tolerance, the aim being to dry the resources of ex-

tremism and terrorism. On top of such institutions that 

discharged their responsibilities in combatting those 

treacherous terrorist currents comes Al Azhar and 

Awqaf, in addition to several intellectual institutions 

and forums that adopt our same approach of exchang-

ing opinions, issuing clear religious rulings and taking 

wise and firm stances against all that which may distort 

the pure image of Islam, threaten the security of our safe 

Muslim communities or hinder their progress and pros-

perity, Dr al Kaabi concluded.

Dr al Kaabi then called to stage HH Sheikha Lubna al 

Qasimi who delivered a speech in which she welcomed 

the audience and then said, "It gives me the pleasure to 

participate in this seminar being held under the title 

'UAE addressing terrorism', and I would like to thank all 

those are working at Awqaf for their sincere efforts and 

keen endeavours in order to instil the values of tolerance 

and moderation in the community. I wish all speakers 

and participants continuous success, hoping they will 

come out with significant recommendations that will be 

conducive to reinforce the approach of moderation in 

the face of fanaticism and terrorism, as well as promote 

the principles of tolerance as opposed to violence, rac-

ism and hatred." 

"The UAE leadership and people embody the values 

of tolerance, solidarity, brotherhood and coherence. The 

reason is that the UAE is established based upon firm 

ethics of mutual respect, understanding, dialogue and 

cooperation as well as rejection of all forms of terrorism, 

violence and extremism. It embraces more than 200 na-

tionalities that are living in dignity and peace, work with 

appreciation and respect, and interact in harmony and 

concord," Sheikh Lubna added.

"The UAE is keenly interested in promoting the values 

of tolerance and peace in combatting extremism and 

terrorism in line with directives of HH Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, may Allah protect 

him, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler 

of Dubai, and HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Na-

hyan, Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
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Forces and the Crown prince of Abu Dhabi," Sheikh 

Lubna stressed. 

"The world today, dear audience, is going through 

critical and very delicate conditions. Terrorism has be-

come a global plague that destroys the foundations of 

patriotism, tear down social fabric, threatens national 

and regional security, and ultimately threatening the 

international security and safety. From this perspective, 

the UAE senses its patriotic responsibility, in addition to 

its commitment towards its global responsibility along 

with the international community. It is fully aware of 

the challenges that the world is facing today as a result 

of violence, extremism and bigotry. Thus, it did not 

spare any efforts in fighting terrorism in all its forms and 

aspects," HH Sheikh Lubna further highlighted.

She continued saying, "The UAE has countered, and 

is still countering, the extremist and racist ideology by 

further entrenching the values of tolerance, peaceful 

co-existence and solidarity. To this effect, it took quick 

and effective steps to diminish the phenomenon of ter-

rorism through its efforts to disseminate and promote 

the moderate religious discourse which is conducive to 

debut terrorism, radicalism and sectarianism, in addi-

tion to the global humanitarian initiatives that the UAE 

launches."

"Moreover, on one hand, the UAE did not fail to con-

sider developing the religious and media discourses, and 

on the other hand putting in place preventive measures 

to prevent the extremist ideology from instigating ter-

rorist activities. In this regard, the UAE adopted effective 

policies and procedures at political, security, economic 

and social levels. It also doubled its efforts to implement 

the necessary steps and measures to develop the mecha-

nism of mutual work aimed at confronting the phenom-

enon of terrorism and fanatical ideology," Sheikh Lubna 

underscored.

Of such measures, Sheikha Lubna highlighted:

1-   Issuing "Law on international judicial cooperation 

in criminal matters" in 2006.
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2-   Forming the "National Committee to Combat 

Terrorism" in 2009.

3-   Creating "Hedayah, the International Centre of 

Excellence for Countering Violent Extremism" in 2013. 

Hedayah is the first independent research institution 

that supports dialogue, research and training in the way 

of combatting extremism, she explained.

4-   Issuing anti-terrorism law in 2014 to fight terrorist 

crimes.

5-   Establishing the Muslim Council of Elders in 2014, 

which is an independent international body that is 

aimed at promoting peace in Muslim communities.

6-   Hosting the "Forum for Promoting Peace in Mus-

lim Communities" in 2014, 2015 and 2016.

7-   Enacting Anti-Discrimination and Hatred Law in 

2015. The law features articles that are aimed at ensur-

ing equality amongst members of the community, crim-

inalising discrimination between individuals or groups 

based on religion, sect, race, colour or ethnic grounds.

8-   Launching the "Sawab Centre - United against 

Extremism", a joint UAE-US initiative that is aimed at 

optimising the use of social media channels to correct 

misconceptions.

9-   In 2016, creating the position of the "Minister 

of State for Tolerance" and approving a national pro-

gramme for tolerance, the aim being to ensure the sus-

tainability of the values of tolerance, solidarity, respect 

of cultural diversity, acceptance of others and rejection 

of hatred, racism and bigotry.

10-  Launching the "International Institute for Toler-

ance and Mohammed bin Rashid Award for Tolerance" 

in 2016. The institute along with the award will work 

on supporting intellectual, cultural and media produc-

tion, transforming the value of tolerance into sustain-

ability organisational work that returns with welfare to 

the people of the Arab region. They are also aimed at 

providing Arab young people with intellectual fortifica-

tion and nurturing professional and distinguished young 

leaders who will instil tolerance as ideology, value and 

behaviour, in addition to honouring the symbols of tol-

erance in categories of human intellect, literary creativi-

ty and aesthetic arts.

Elaborating on the topic, Sheikha Lubna stressed that 

combating violence, extremism and terrorism funda-

mentally depends on promoting culture, intellect and 

awareness, supporting dialogue amongst nationalities, 

religions and cultures, formulating legislations and laws 

that are capable of criminalising all thoughts that stim-

ulate bigotry, hatred, extremism and racism as well as 

restricting its spread, drying its resources and countering 

organisations and parties that generate them.

"We are in dire need, today, as HH Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid previously said, for an intellectual reconstruc-

tion that re-establishes the values of ideological open-

ness, diversity, and acceptance of others' viewpoints, 

whether intellectual, cultural, or religious," Sheikha Lub-

na underlined.

Sheikha Lubna concluded with expressing thanks to 

the organisers of the symposium and the participants 

too, extending her wishes of success to all.

Manar Al-Islam  Issue 511 21



Awqaf awarded the winners of its holy Quran Contest in 

its 8th edition for the year 1438-2017. The awarding was 

done in presence of HE Dr Mohammed Matter al Kaabi, 

Awqaf's Chairman, the scholars, guests of HH the UAE 

President, may Allah protect him, Awqaf's senior officials 

as well as the winners parents and families.  

Held at the Officers' Club Theatre in Abu Dhabi, the 

honouring ceremony opened with the recitation of verses 

from the Holy Quran by Emirati students who are gifted 

with beautiful voices. This was followed by a speech on 

behalf of Awqaf given by Mr. Abdul Rahman al Shamsi, 

Director of Preaching Department.

“Every year, in the month of giving, we meet with you 

in a garden from amongst the gardens of heaven in or-

der to award together a bright and honourable group 

of students whose love of the Book of Allah has brought 

them together, motivating them to compete in one of 

the greatest fields of competition. Why not honour them 

while during periods of the night and at the ends of the 

day they beautifully recite the verses of holy Quran, which 

Allah, the Most Exalted, made in it honour and glory? The 

Almighty says, 'We have certainly sent down to you a Book 

in which is your mention.' This means He honoured you,” 

al Shamsi said.

Al Shamsi continued saying, "In the name of Awqaf, it 

gives great me honour to address the memorisers of Al-

lah's Book in this delightful ceremony and say: congratu-

lations to you for such an excellence! You are a source of 

pride for this country... You are the fruits of the seeds that 

were sowed by the first founder of this award who took 

care of his seeds until they became a blossoming tree that 

offers its fruits every year."

Al Shamsi further recalled the words of the late Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah rest his soul in 

peace, while launching the blessed project of Quran mem-

orisation centre in 1974, stressing that these words will be 

ever-remembered throughout the history. 

He then clarified that this year's edition of the award 

saw the participation of 797 male and female contestants 

from all memorisation centres across the country, inmates 

of Punitive and Correctional institutions and the people 

of determination (people with special needs) in the UAE.

The Islamic Affairs honours winners of
 the holy Quran Award
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Awqaf held a graduation ceremony for the first batch 

of male and female Quran memorisers who have ap-

plied for licensing with sound chain of authorities in the 

Hafs-an-Aasim reading of the Quran for the year "1438 

- 2017". The ceremony was held at Jumeira Etihad Tow-

ers in Abu Dhabi and attended by HE Dr Mohammed 

Matar al Kaabi, Awqaf's Chairman.

The first course was conducted across the Emirates. 

It lasted for four months and saw the participation of 

99 male and female students. The students took the ex-

ams during the first week of the current holy month of 

Ramadan. The 89 memorisers who were qualified for 

the license have been honoured and granted certifi-

cates by Awqaf.

Commenting on the occasion, Dr Mohammad Matar 

al Kaabi hailed the great support to Awqaf and the Qu-

ran memorisation centres by the UAE wise leadership, 

"Awqaf is indeed delighted with such an achievement 

in the service the holy Quran and the happiness of its 

memorisers, especially that it is the world's first Islamic 

entity that grants the licensing with sound chain of au-

thorities. It is really a great honour that a student reach-

es in the chain of authorities to the Messenger of Allah 

pbuh," Dr al Kaabi underlined.

Dr al Kaabi further stressed that the committee that 

has overseen the initiative has ensured absolute precise-

ness in its work as well as in the exams. This is because 

the memoriser who is granted such license will be carry-

ing a great trust and thus should be well qualified and set 

an example in the ethics that Quran memorisers should 

embrace, for the Prophet pbuh embraced the character 

of the Quran, al Kaabi explained.

Dr al Kaabi also underscored that the professional 

means that Awqaf adopts enabled it to come out with 

innovative initiatives, such as the licensing with chain of 

authorities. He uncovered that Awqaf is set to expand 

vertically in the readings and mastering their sciences, 

the aim being to develop new sciences, ideas and initia-

tives based on this science.

Concluding the ceremony, Dr al Kaabi distributed the 

certificates and gifts to the graduates. He also honoured 

the tutors and the administrative staff.  

Awqaf honours first batch of graduates in licensing with 
sound chain of authorities
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Allah the Almighty says: “So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were le-

nient with them. And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they 

would have disbanded from about you. So pardon them and ask forgiveness for 

them and consult them in the matter. And when you have decided, then rely upon 

Allah . Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him].” [Al-Imran: 159]. 

The Exalted Allah also says: “So [Solomon] smiled, amused at her speech, and 

said, "My Lord, enable me to be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed 

upon me and upon my parents and to do righteousness of which You approve. 

And admit me by Your mercy into [the ranks of] Your righteous servants.” [Al-

Naml: 19].

Abi Dhar reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless and grant him 

peace said: Your smiling in the face of your fellow brother is a charity.” 

Abi Hurayra reported that the Prophet Muhammad pbuh said: “You (people) 

cannot satisfy people with your wealth, but satisfy them with your cheerful faces 

and good morals.” 

Abi Dhar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad pbuh said: “Do not disdain a 

good deed, (no matter how small it may seem) even if it is your meeting with your 

(Muslim) brother with a cheerful face.” 

Abdullah bin Mubarak defined the term of the good morals by saying: “it is 

meant to meet your fellow man with a cheerful face, do good deed and shun harm-

ing people.”

Jarir bin Abdullah al-Bajli said: “The Messenger of Allah never refused to see me 

from the time I became Muslim, and whenever he saw me he would smile at me.”

Abdullah bin Harith narrated that he had never seen a person smiles much than 

the Messenger of Allah pbuh.”

Simak bin Harb narrated: I asked Jabir bin Samurah: Did you have the privilege 

of sitting in the company of Allah's Messenger pbuh? He said: Yes, very frequently, 

and added: He did not stand up (and go) from the place where he offered the 

dawn prayer until the sun rose, and after the rising of the sun he stood up, and they 

(his Companions) entered into conversation with one another and they talked of 

the things (that they did during the Days of Ignorance), and they laughed (on their 

unreasonable and ridiculous acts).

Anas bin Malik said: “Abu Bakr used to lead the people in prayer during the 

fatal illness of the Prophet pbuh till it was Monday. When the people aligned (in 

rows) for the prayer the Prophet pbuh lifted the curtain of his house and started 

looking at us and was standing at that time. His face was (glittering) like a page of 
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All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. May the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon the Master of the Messengers, Muhammad, his pure blessed family 

and his companions.

As to what follows,

Allah the Exalted says: “ And despair not of relief from Allah . Indeed, no one 

despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving people”. [Yusuf: 87].

The Almighty also Allah says: “Say, "O My servants who have transgressed against 

themselves [by sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah . Indeed, Allah for-

gives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful”. [Azzumur: 53]. 

On the authority of Abu Hurayra that the Messenger of Allah pbuh said: “A 

strong believer is better and dearer to Allah than a weak one, and both are good. 

Adhere to that which is beneficial for you. Keep asking Allah for help and do not 

refrain from it. If you are afflicted in any way, do not say: 'If I had taken this or that 

step, it would have resulted into such and such,' but say only: 'Allah so determined 

and did as He willed.' The word 'if' opens the gates of satanic thoughts”. 

Anas ibn Malik reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 

peace, said, "If the Final Hour comes while you have a palm-cutting in your hands 

and it is possible to plant it before the Hour comes, you should plant it”.

General meaning 

Hope is a motivating force that pushes one to work harder and do his or her 

job properly, injects a great deal of energy into the soul and body and encourages 

people to always works with sincerity. 

A wise man once said that without hope people would not build buildings or 

plant trees. 

Indeed, Islam calls for people to stick with optimism and good omen while 

working on them and lawfully earning their livelihood to be happy and lead a 

dignified life in this world and in the hereafter.  

People could not have managed to make enormous accomplishments without 

hope that the inventor most probably cannot come not up with his or her inven-

tion in the first try, rather, they have given it a shot many times without feeling 

despondent or bored. In context, it was said that ambition can only be nurtured 

with determination, but can be waned with despair.  

Making a supplication to the Exalted Allah is the most significant component of 

worship and hope since it is the hope that makes people have the determination 

to seek repentance from Allah and go back on the righteous path. 

Benefits 

- Human being is by na-

ture ambitious and seeks 

the best.

- Islam is against despair 

and frustration since life has 

downsides and upsides.

-  We refresh our lives and 

straighten our relation with 

our Lord and surroundings 

with hope.  

O Allah, grant my soul its 

piety and purify it, You are 

the best to purify it, You are 

its Guardian and Master. 

O Allah, not to make our 

hearts go astray after you 

have guided us to the righ-

teous track, and have mercy 

upon us, the Most Giving. 

May the peace and bless-

ings of Allah be upon our 

Master and Prophet, Mu-

hammad, his pure blessed 

family and companions. 

Islam, religion of hope

the Qur'an and he smiled cheerfully.”

Anas bin Mali said: One day the Messenger of Allah pbuh was sitting amongst us 

that he dozed off. He then raised his head smilingly. We said: What makes you smile. 

Messenger of Allah? He said: A Sura has just been revealed to me, and then recited: In 

the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Verily We have given thee Kauthar 

(fount of abundance). Therefore turn to thy Lord for prayer and offer sacrifice, and sure-

ly thy enemy is cut off (from the good). Then he (the Holy Prophet) said: “Do you know 

what Kauthar is?” We said: Allah and His Messenger know best. The Prophet pbuh said: 

“ It (Kauthar) is a canal which my Lord, the Exalted and Glorious has promised me, and 

there is an abundance of good in it. It is a cistern and my people would come to it on 

the Day of Resurrection, and tumblers there would be equal to the number of stars.”

Ibn Omar advised his son saying:  ‘My son, benevolence is easy; it is a smiling face and 

pleasant speech.”
The general meaning:

Smiling is the most important means that helps strengthen the relationships among 

society members. It is a message of affection and love that takes away grudge and dis-

like from people’s souls and wipes out sadness and hardship, brings people’s hearts to-

gether and makes their lives easier. More importantly, it is one of the doors of goodness, 

worship and charity.

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless and grant him peace established the mor-

al of smiling in his community by showing his teeth and having a cheerful smile and was 

loved by any person meeting with him. His companions would have a smiling face and 

meeting with people with a cheerful, smiling face. They managed to gain people’s and 

community affection and love by showing the best in them in terms of good morals 

and kindness.

The researches and studies have shown that the smile has numerous health benefits. 

It helps reduce blood pressure, improve the blood circulation and increase the body 

immunity against diseases and psychological pressure. It also has other considerable 

benefits particularly on the function of heart, body and brain, to name but a few.

We are requested to follow the Prophet Muhammad’s example in smiling in the face 

of people and bringing happiness to their hearts, especially the family members such as 

parents, wife, children and relatives. A smile can solve problems and fasten the family 

rupture. It would be so beautiful to smile in the faces the orphans, widows, destitute 

and needy so that they feel happy and joyful. We also need to render a helping hand 

to them and draw the smile on their faces so that we gain the great reward from the 

Exalted Allah.

Benefits 

- Smile is a reason for 

establishing agreement 

and promoting harmony 

- Smile in the face of 

people is counted as wor-

ship the person who does 

it gets rewarded from Al-

lah

- Smile has plenty of re-

ligious, social and health 

benefits

- The features of good 

moral is to smile in the 

faces of people
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Fatwas
Answered by: THE UAE OFFICIAL FATWA CENTRE  

may Allah bless and grant him peace said: “Let not 

any one of you intend to observe prayer at the time 

of the rising of the sun or of the setting sun.” 

In this context, the scholar al-Dosouqi said: “the 

undesirability of the optional prayer begins right 

after Fajr prayer till the sun rises. This means that 

the optional prayer is prohibited until the sun disk 

is complete and then the undesirability is valid until 

the sun rises to the height of a spear. The undesir-

ability of the optional prayer spans after observing 

the Asr prayer until the sun sets.”  It is permissible 

to pray as much as you can other than these two 

timings. And Allah knows best.

In summary:
 The timing of prohibition for the optional and 

voluntary prayers begins after the Fajr Prayer until 

the sunrise and after the Asr Prayer till the sunset. 

The prohibition of these two timings is either strictly 

forbidden or undesirable. When a part of the sun is 

   Times in which the prayer is not permitted

 Can you tell me of timings in  ؟
which the prayer is entirely disal-
lowed as I want to observe the thanksgiving and 
need prayers after the Asr Prayer. So, it is possi-
ble to do so often after the sunrise and  I fear to 
pray in a time in which such prayer is forbidden?

- We supplicate to the Exalted Allah to bless you.  

Be informed that the timing of prohibition for the 

optional and voluntary prayers begins after the Fajr 

Prayer until the sunrise and after the Asr Prayer till 

the sunset. The prohibition of these two timings is 

either strictly forbidden or undesirable. When a part 

of the sun is seen and the other part of it is unseen in 

the horizon whether at the sunrise or the sundown, 

the optional prayer is prohibited, but in other times 

it becomes undesirable only.

Ibn Omra reported that the Prophet Muhammad, 
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seen and the other part of it is unseen in the horizon 

whether at the sunrise or the sundown, the optional 

prayer is prohibited, but in other times it becomes 

undesirable only.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Expiation for false oath

 Can you tell me of the ruling of swearing a  ؟
false oath to Allah even though he or she knows 
for sure they lie? What is the expiation they ought 
to offer?

- First, we ask Allah to the Exalted to bless you. 

Making a vow with the intention of lying is one the 

major sins and the false oath is called as ‘Yameen 

Ghamous’.  In this regard, Abdullah bin Amr report-

ed that a man came to the Messenger of Allah and 

asked: what are the major sins? the Prophet pbuh 

said: “to take a false oath (intentionally).”

The false oath is a serious sin as the scholar Abi 

Zayd Al-Qayrawani said: “whoever takes a false oath 

intentionally or in doubt, he or she is sinful and ex-

piation is not sufficient; they must seek Allah’s re-

pentance instead.”

No expiation is needed for the false oath as long as 

it relates to something occurred in the past as if you 

say: I swear to Allah I did not do that, but you did in 

fact. In this context, the scholar al-Adwi said: “the 

false oath and the vain talk shall not be expiated if 

their effect relates to the past.”

The Muslim scholars say that the false oath takes 

the name ‘Yameen Ghamous’ as it plunges its doer 

in the pit of hellfire or in evil sin unless he or she 

seek repentance from Allah the Almighty. There-

fore the repentance is the expiation. Whoever seeks 

Allah’s repentance sincerely and feels the remorse 

of his or her evil act, Allah will surely repent them. 

They also need to observe the acts of goodness and 

charity and fasting. And Allah knows best.
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In summary:
 Making a vow with the intention of lying is one the major sins 

and the false oath is a major sin unless there is a real reason for 

it. No expiation is needed for the false oath as long as it relates 

to something occurred in the past. However, you must seek 

Allah’s repentance and whoever repents sincerely Allah will 

definitely accept his or her repentance. 

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Reasons for bad luck

 Could you tell me of the reasons of bad luck and delay  ؟
of provision and failure in my life, for example in education, 
health, marriage, giving birth, among others? What shall I do 
so that Allah responds and relieves my despair and sadness?

- We supplicate to the Almighty Allah to bless you. Success in 

life can be achieved through natural reasons. One should take 

the reasons such as making supplications, and relying on Allah 

the Almighty. The reasons for success in education is to work 

hard and being keen to understand the information and asking 

the teachers. The reasons for health is to do sport and eat healthy 

food and seeing physicians when necessary and adhering to the 

health instructions. 

This applies to seeking provision while working, and healing 

while taking medications and depending on Allah and making 

supplications in times where the supplications are most likely to 

be answered. Allah the Sublime says: “And whoever fears Allah - 

He will make for him a way out, And will provide for him from 

where he does not expect.” [Al-Talaq: 2-3].

You should also avoid the wrongdoings since they wipe out 

the blessings, and increase the supplications of forgiveness-seek-

ing and repentance, as Allah the Gracious says: “And [saying], 

"Seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to Him, [and] He will 

let you enjoy a good provision for a specified term and give every 

doer of favor his favor.” [Hud: 3].  We recommend you send Al-

lah’s blessings on the Prophet Muhammad pbuh for they result 

in gaining Allah’s forgiveness and expunging the despair. And 

Allah knows best.
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In summary:
 Success in life can be achieved through 

natural reasons. One should take the reasons 

such as making supplications, and relying 

on Allah the Almighty. We recommend 

you become fearful of Allah and increase 

forgiveness and prayers and blessings upon 

the Prophet Muhammad for they result in 

gaining Allah’s forgiveness and expunging 

the despair.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Prostration during the recitation of 
the Quran

 Is it compulsory to prostrate in  ؟
prayer when arriving at a verse contains 
the prostration in the Quran?

- Be informed that doing prostra-

tion during the recitation of 

the Quran is not obligato-

ry yet Sunna or recom-

mendable. However, 

the prostration of the 

recitation is not com-

pulsory yet lawful in 

the verses that include 

the prostration. In this 

context, Abdullah bin Omar 

said that the Prophet Muhammad 

pbuh would do prostration while reading a 

verse includes a prostration and we would 

do the same till we could not find the place 

to put our foreheads on. 

The scholar al-Nafrawi said in his book 

“Fawakih Al-Dawani” (Ripe Fruits): “ the 

ruling of prostration is not there since it is a 

matter of disagreement among scholars. It is 

Sunna and virtue.” This means that one who does prostration 

during the recitation of the Quran is definitely rewarded. And 

Allah knows best.

In summary:
Doing prostration during the recitation of the Quran is not 

obligatory yet Sunna or recommendable.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Wife eavesdropping on her husband

-My wife searches in my belongings and even my priva  ؟
cies and I warned her of doing so. Is it permissible for her to 
search about and examine my old pictures?

- First, we ask Allah the Exalted to protect you, and continue 

blessing you with harmony and mercy. As for the question, it 

is not allowed for your wife to search about your phone, nor 

your belongings. In this regard, the Prophet Muhammad said: 

“Do not spy and do not eavesdrop.” He pbuh also said: “If you 

search for the faults of the people, you will corrupt 

them, or will nearly corrupt them.” 

The Imam Al-Nawawi commented on the Had-

ith saying: “searching for one’s faults may result 

in coming across more faults than the ones you 

might intend to expunge.” This is due to mis-

trust that goes against the goals of marriage.

It is crucially important you forgive your wife 

and ask Allah to guide her on the straight path as 

she could have been struck with envy that is beyond her 

control. And Allah knows best.

In summary:
 It is not allowed for your wife to search about your phone, nor 

your belongings. The marital life entails secrecy, cooperation 

and good opinion of each other. It is important you forgive 

your wife and ask Allah to guide her on the straight path as she 

could have been struck with envy that is beyond her control.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
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 Naming the younger daughter as exactly the name of 
the elder

 Is it permissible to name my newly born little daughter  ؟
with the same name of my elder daughter?

- There is no religious prohibition to name your newly born 

daughter with the same name of your elder daughter. The 

Prophet Muhammad companions used to give identical names 

of their children; for instance, the Prince of the Believers 

Omar bin Al-Khatab, may Allah be pleased with him, 

has got three sons conveying the same name “Ab-

dul-Rahman”, and two others carrying the name 

of “Abdullah” and two others with the name of 

“Zayd”. Ali ibn Abi Talib gave his two daughters 

the name of “Zainab” and two others with the 

name of “Umm Kalthoum” and two others with 

the name of “Ruqaya”. 

It is crucially important to choose a proper name 

for your son or daughter, as the Messenger of Allah com-

manded us to opt for good names for our children. Abi Al-Dardaa 

narrated that the Prophet Muhammad pbuh said: “On the Day 

of Resurrection you will be called by your names and by your 

father's names, so give yourselves good names.” 

The proper selection of names is the right of the child on his or 

her father, so the father is required to choose a good name for his 

or her child so they feel proud of their names when they grow up. 

And Allah knows best.

In summary:
 There is no religious prohibition to name your newly born 

daughter with the same name of your elder daughter. However, 

the name should be a proper one.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Who has the right to name the newly born babies?

-I  am pregnant with twins and my mother-in-law is de  ؟
termined to name my coming kids herself. I suggested her 

many names, but she did not like them. 
So, I want the religious ruling on whom 
has the right to name the children?

- Religiously speaking, naming children 

is the right of the father. This opinion is 

endorsed by what Ibn Abbas narrated that 

some people came and said to the Proph-

et Muhammad pbuh: We know the 

right of the father upon his 

child, so what is the right 

of the child upon his 

father? The Prophet 

pbuh replied: “He 

had better choose a 

good name for him 

or her, and teach him 

or her good manners.”

However, the father 

should not ignore the sugges-

tion made by his wife, he rather con-

sults with her and choose together the 

name for their kid. This is the foundation 

of the marital life that should be based on 

harmony and mercy, consultation and co-

operation. The aim is to ensure stability of 

the family. 

When it happens the mother-in-law 

interferes in naming the kid, it is recom-

mendable for the husband to satisfy and 

honour his mother, and he needs much 

wisdom just to make his wife and mother 

feel satisfied. The good wife helps her hus-

band to honour his mother and the wife 

will definitely rewarded for that. 

Parents should choose a good name for 

their kid, not bad one either from reli-

gious or linguistic perspectives. And Allah 

knows best.
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In summary:
 Naming children is the right of the father. However, the father 

should not ignore the suggestion made by his wife, he rather 

consults with her and choose together the name for their kid. 

When it happens the mother-in-law interferes in naming the 

kid, it is recommendable for the husband to satisfy and honour 

his mother, and he needs much wisdom just to make his wife 

and mother feel satisfied. 

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Tranquilisers during labour

 Is it correct that a pregnant woman who takes the  ؟
back injection during labour and birth-giving to relieve the 
pangs of childbirth is not rewarded? Or is it a relief and ease 
from Allah the Almighty on the pregnant woman?

- Taking the injection to ease and relieve the pangs of labour 

during the childbirth does not invalidate the reward of labour 

and pregnancy. Allah the Exalted never wants us to worship 

Him with hardship and difficult yet He wants ease and relief 

for us. Fatigue is adherent to pregnancy before and after the 

childbirth. The pregnant must feel the pain of labour no mat-

ter how many painkillers she has to take since childbirth is a 

weakness, disease and tiredness. 

In this context, Allah the Gracious says: “And We have en-

joined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother carried 

him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his 

weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents; 

to Me is the [final] destination.” [Luqman: 14].

Islam commands us to take all means necessary to seek 

treatment and Allah the Exalted ordered Maryam, may Allah 

bless her, when she was close to deliver to eat fresh dates, as He 

says: “And shake toward you the trunk of the palm tree; it will 

drop upon you ripe, fresh dates.” [Maryam: 24]. 

In his interpretation of the above verse, Al-Qurtobi said: “It 

is much better for a woman in a childbed to have fresh dates. 

When a pregnant woman finds difficulty giving birth, she 

should have fresh dates.” And Allah knows best
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In summary:
  Taking the injection to ease and relieve the pangs of labour 

during the childbirth does not invalidate the reward of labour and 

pregnancy.

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Taking care of children with affection and compassion

-I am a married girl and treat my kids with cruelty and ner  ؟
vousness which push them to the neighbours. I am concerned 
of this situation, and I want you to give me a piece of advice so 
that I can help my husband and kids be satisfied with me.

- We beseech Allah the Almighty to guide you to stick to the 

good manners and help you raise your kids well and meet your ob-

ligations towards your husband. You need to thank Allah for you 

understanding of the problem you are experiencing since this is the 

first step towards seeking remedy and improvement. 

The upbringing of children can be at stake when children do not 

find a compassionate mother around who takes good care of them 

and gives them affection and tranquility. This may force them to 

find an escape with the neighbours. To avoid this, you ought to 

raise your children with good manners physically and scientifically 

so that when they grow up they become decent, sound citizens 

and serve their society and country. The following are the steps 

that you need to take in upbringing your children:

1. Make your children feel your love and place in them respect 

and confidence without giving them extra care that may under-

mine their sense of taking the initiative and courage in the future.

2. Be the role model for your children since it has a positive im-

pact, especially when the kid sees his parents are honest and trust-

worthy and adherent to the teachings of Islam and its manners.

3. Follow your children’ track in their education while being 

keenly interested in letting them memorise the Quran as much as 

they can.

4. Raise children to love the Prophets and the pious and leaders 

of the nation. Children need to be raised on pleasant manners by 

recounting them stories that are appropriate for their very young 

age.
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5. Show patience and kindness as the 

Prophet Muhammad pbuh ordered kind-

ness in everything. In this context, Aisha, 

may Allah be pleased with her, reported 

that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah 

loves forbearance in all matters.”

6. Be careful of averting giving advice in 

public as we find in the Quran that the 

Prophet Yaacoub advised his son in person 

and asked him what the Quran says: “He 

said, "O my son, do not relate your vision to 

your brothers or they will contrive against 

you a plan. Indeed Satan, to man, is a mani-

fest enemy.” [Yusuf: 5].

7. Commit the self to worshipping Allah 

and increase the supplications for children, 

especially those mentioned in the Quran. 

For instance, Allah says: “"My Lord, enable 

me to be grateful for Your favor which 

You have bestowed upon me 

and upon my parents and 

to work righteousness of 

which You will approve 

and make righteous for 

me my offspring. Indeed, I 

have repented to You, and 

indeed, I am of the Muslims.” 

[Al-Ahqaf: 15].

As for your husband, you need to 

be careful of avoiding everything that may 

instigate his anger. If he sees you are making 

strenuous efforts to raise the children, this 

will be a driving force that he loves and re-

spects you and appreciates your attempt and 

ultimately you will win the happiness in this 

life and in hereafter. And Allah knows best.

In summary:
 Your feeling of remorse is a positive sign. 

Your duty is to raise your kids physically and scientifically 

so that they become good citizens for their community and 

country. The following are the steps that you need to take 

in upbringing your children: role model, education, good 

treatment and increase in supplications. 

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

 Messages on WhatsApp and taking the oath 

-What is the ruling of someone who sends a text mes  ؟
sage via WhatsApp and says he or she wants to send a bil-
lion prayers upon the Prophet Muhammad and takes my 
oath to send the text message to people on my contact list 
on WhatsApp otherwise I will be sinful and I will break my 
oath if I do not send it?

-  You do not have to send the text message and you shall 

not be sinful if you leave it without sending it, nor you are re-

quired to take the oath or being asked to do so because this 

act obliges people to do things they are not forced to 

do, however. In this context, Allah the Exalted says: 

“but He will impose blame upon you for [break-

ing] what you intended of oaths.” [Al-Maeda: 

89]. He also says: “And fulfill the covenant of Al-

lah when you have taken it.” [Al-Nahl: 91]. 

What you should fulfill is the thing that you 

commit yourself to doing it such as a covenant, 

contract or an oath, but such messages do not oblige 

you to re-send it to other people. No one ignores the vir-

tue of sending prayers and blessings upon the Prophet Mu-

hammad and the believer should increase such blessing and 

prayers on him pbuh. And Allah knows best.

In summary:
 You do not have to send the text message and you shall not be 

sinful if you leave it without sending it, nor you are required to 

take the oath or being asked to do so because this act obliges 

people to do things they are not forced to do, however.
ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ
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